
Corn rootworm costs farmers a 15%  
yield loss on average per node injury.*  

Take control of your yield with a durable,  
long-term management strategy.

Effectively managing corn rootworm  
(CRW) requires a multiyear, field-by-field 
approach that depends on your geographical 
location, your crop rotation history and your  
CRW risk levels. 

Corn Rootworm MANAGEMENT GUIDE

Corn Rootworm Evolves  
To Overcome Rotation 
In recent years, northern corn rootworm has 
been exhibiting extended diapause, allowing 
eggs to survive two or more years in the soil  
until corn is planted.

This adaptation of a longer overwinter 
dormancy period allows the rootworm 
population to survive crop rotation or harsh 
environmental conditions — leaving your crop 
vulnerable in the seasons ahead.

Management Practices for High CRW Pressure Areas 
Managing corn rootworm requires a specialized pest management approach over several 
years. Regular monitoring and understanding of local population dynamics are critical for 
long-term economic solutions.

Corn Rootworm Trait Stacks: Consider trait stacks with multiple modes of action against 
CRW. Rotating management options and alternating between MOAs can help minimize 
resistant rootworm populations which is especially important on continuous-corn/non-
host rotated acres.

TRAIT STACKS WITH MULTIPLE MODES OF ACTION FOR CRW

See our full above- and below-ground traits portfolio.

* Source: Iowa State University, https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2015/08/corn-rootworm-management-update
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Contact your Syngenta seed seller to discuss a plan 
for managing corn rootworm on your operation.

At Syngenta, we are constantly innovating to deliver top solutions against corn 
rootworm and provide the right options for your acres.

Management Practices for High CRW Pressure Areas 
(cont.d)

Crop Rotation: Rotation to a non-crop host can disrupt 
the life cycle of CRW, even in areas with extended 
diapause. Rotating to a non-host crop such as soybeans 
will quickly lower CRW field populations and is highly 
effective in reducing the risk of insect adaptation.

Management Practices for Low CRW Pressure Areas
•	When planting first-year corn in areas without the western CRW variant or northern  

CRW extended diapause: consider a non-CRW traited hybrid with or without Force  
soil-applied insecticide.

•	When planting first-year corn in areas with western CRW variant or northern CRW  
extended diapause: consider a CRW traited hybrid or a non-CRW traited hybrid with  
Force soil-applied insecticide.

Soil-Applied Insecticides 
Apply during planting to  
provide root protection. 
Secondary insects or other 
agronomic reasons may 
influence the decision to use  
soil insecticides.

Foliar Insecticides 
Well-timed foliar insecticide 
applications can minimize egg 
laying from adult CRW females. 
Multiple applications may be 
needed to effectively control 
beetles that have emerged at 
different times.

Seed Treatments 
Corn hybrids with Syngenta  
trait technology feature  
seed treatments for early- 
season insect protection  
and improved root strength.

In addition to traited hybrids and a strategic crop rotation,  
consider the following to protect your crop:
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All photos and videos are either the property of Syngenta or are used with permission.
Product performance assumes disease presence.
© 2025 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions and overtreatment stewardship practices. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or 
counties. Please check with your local extension service to ensure registration status. AAtrex 4L, AAtrex Nine-O, Acuron, Agri-Flex, Agri-Mek 0.15 EC, Agri-Mek SC, Avicta 500FS, Avicta 
Complete Beans 500, Avicta Complete Corn 250, Avicta Duo Corn, Avicta Duo 250 Corn, Avicta Duo COT202, Avicta Duo Cotton, Besiege, Bicep II Magnum, Bicep II Magnum FC, Bicep 
Lite II Magnum, Callisto Xtra, Denim, Endigo ZC, Endigo ZCX, Epi-Mek 0.15EC, Expert, Force, Force 3G, Force CS, Force 6.5G, Force Evo, Gramoxone SL 2.0, Gramoxone SL 3.0, Karate, 
Karate with Zeon Technology, Lamcap, Lamcap II, Lamdec, Lexar EZ, Lumax EZ, Medal II ATZ, Minecto Pro, Proclaim, Voliam Xpress and Warrior II with Zeon Technology are Restricted 
Use Pesticides. Some seed treatment offers are separately registered products applied to the seed as a combined slurry. Always read individual product labels and treater 
instructions before combining and applying component products.
Important: Always read and follow label and bag tag instructions; only those labeled as tolerant to glufosinate may be sprayed with glufosinate ammonium-based herbicides. 
LibertyLink®, Liberty® and the Water Droplet logo are registered trademarks of BASF. HERCULEX® and the HERCULEX Shield are trademarks of Corteva Agriscience LLC. HERCULEX Insect 
Protection technology by Corteva Agriscience LLC. YieldGard VT Pro® is a registered trademark used under license from the Bayer Group. More information about Syngenta corn 
products is available at http://www.biotradestatus.com. Trademarks are the property of their respective owners. SLC 17633A 01-2025


