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What To Know About the

Two Types of Corn Rootworm

There are two major species of corn rootworm (CRW)
in the U.S. cornbelt: Western corn rootworm (WCRW)
and Northern corn rootworm (NCRW). This article
covers how to tell them apart and what management
strategies to consider for each.

How To Identify Western and
Northern Corn Rootworm
Adult Beetles

Here are three ways to tell Western and
Northern CRW beetles apart. IMPORTANT:
Color alone is not always reliable as both
species can vary in shade and intensity
of yellow/green coloring.
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Western CRW Northern CRW

1. Wing Cover (Elytra) Color and Pattern

Western: Black stripes on yellow/green
background

NOTE: Stripes may sometimes merge, but
the pattern will still be visible

Northern: Solid green/yellow color, no stripes

2. Size and Shape

Western: Slightly larger and more robust

Northern: Generally smaller and more
slender

NOTE: Western females are noticeably larger
than Northern females

Western CRW: Slater, IA 2025

3. Antennae Length

Western: Antennae are long, about 2/3
length of body

Northern: Antennae are shorter, about 1/2
length of body

NOTE: Both species of CRW have segmented
antennae, but the length difference is
noticeable

Continued on next page
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Universal Management Tips

The following guidance applies to both
varieties of corn rootworm.

Soil-Applied Insecticides

* Use a targeted application method at
planting for maximum root coverage

« Prioritize fields with a history of damage
and continuous-corn acres

Cultural Control Notes » Consider economic thresholds from
beetle counts

CRW pressure: Slater, 1A 2025

Crop rotation is traditionally the most effective
cultural control. However, you should consider
extended rotations of non-host crops where
pressure is high.

* May need to apply in second-year corn
due to extended diapause

Bt Corn Hybrids
Western Corn Rootworm Management - Use pyramided traits when available
In some areads (mC”nIy lllinois and Indignd), . |mp|ement proper refuge requirements
WCRW has developed a “soybean variant” ) ) )
that lays eggs in soybean fields, which then * Monitor for effectiveness and resistance
emerge the following year if corn is planted. development
Watch-Outs: - Rotate different Bt proteins across seasons

* Rotate corn with non-host crops besides
soybeans if the soybean variant is present

Northern Corn Rootworm Management

Certain areas have seen extended diapause
in NCRW. This is a genetic adaptation that
allows a significant percentage of eggs to
remain dormant in the soil for multiple years
before hatching. This gives NCRW more
opportunities to reestablish itself in a year
following soybeans and makes it more
challenging to control.

Watch-Outs:
- Consider 3+ year crop rotations where \

extended diapause is common z DUI‘aStak

* Monitor beetle populations in non-corn years

- Most effective when extended rotation
matches local diapause patterns
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mes disease presence:

a.lmportant: Always read and follow label instructions and overtreatment stewardship practices. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or
ease check with your local extension service to ensure registration status. AAtrex 4L, AAtrex Nine-0O, Acuron, Agri-Flex, Agri-Mek 0.15 EC, Agri-Mek SC, Avicta 500FS, Avicta
eans|500; Avicta Complete Corn250;Avicta Duo Corn, Avicta Duo 250 Corn, Avicta Duo COT202, Avicta Duo Cotton, Besiege, Bicep Il Magnum, Bicep Il Magnum FC, Bicep
Lite Il Magnum, Callisto Xtra, Denim, Endigo zc, Endigo ZCX, Epi-Mek 0.15EC, Expert, Force, Force 3G, Force CS, Force 6.5G, Force Evo, Gramoxone SL 2.0, Gramoxone SL 3.0, Karate, Karate
with Zeon Technology, Lamcap, Lamcap I, lamdec, Lexar EZ, Lumax EZ, Medal Il ATZ, Minecto Pro, Proclaim, Voliam Xpress and Warrior Il with Zeon Technology are Restricted Use

Pesticides. Some seed treatment offers dre'Separately registered products applied to the seed as a combined slurry. Always read individual product labels and treater instructions
before combining and applying component products.

Important: Always read and follow label and bagtag instructions; only those labeled as tolerant to glufosinate may be sprayed with glufosinate ammonium-based herbicides.
LibertyLink®, Liberty® and the Water Droplet iogo are registered trademarks of BASF. HERCULEX® and the HERCULEX Shield are trademarks of Corteva Agriscience LLC. HERCULEX Insect
Protection technology by Corteva AgrisciencelLLC. YieldGard VT Pro® is a registered trademark used under license from the Bayer Group. More information about Syngenta corn
products is available at http://www.biotradestatus.com. Trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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https://www.syngenta-us.com/seed/corn-traits/above-below-ground

