
TAR SPOT
DON’T LET TINY SPOTS SPELL BIG PROBLEMS

Tar Spot is a relatively new fungal disease that corn growers are facing in the 
Midwest. A foliar disease spread by wind and machinery, Tar Spot reduces the 

plant’s ability to take in sunlight, which can result in yield losses of 20 to 60 bushels 
per acre. A latency period of up to 14 days makes it a challenge to control.

Tar Spot lesions have 
a raised, bumpy texture 
that does not rub off.

The disease begins on 
the lower leaves and 
then moves to the upper 
plant and ear husks.
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LEARN TO “SPOT” TAR SPOT 

SELECT HYBRIDS CAREFULLY 

TIMING IS EVERYTHING
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APPLY FUNGICIDE WHEN NEEDED
• Early fungicide applications, at or before 

the first signs of development, have been 
effective against Tar Spot.  

• Be sure to use multiple active ingredients.

CONSIDER A TWO-PASS 
FUNGICIDE PROGRAM
If conditions are favorable for Tar Spot 
development early in the season, consider 
a two-pass fungicide program.

CROP ROTATION AND TILLAGE
Rotating to crops other than corn and 
using tillage to bury residue can help 
to reduce fungus inoculum levels.

Hybrids with more tolerance can delay 
disease development, helping minimize 
yield loss in early grain fill stages. 

Consult with you NK® agronomist and the 
NK Seed Guide to choose the right hybrid 
for fields with a history of Tar Spot.
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